Category 5: Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, 29th
August 2005

Place Specific Information:
o New Orleans is a city located on the South East coast of the USA in the state of
Louisiana. It is built on a river delta.
o New Orleans is up to 3 metres below sea level in parts and is surrounded by water
with the Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain. It is protected from the water
by levees, which are large steel and concrete floodwalls.
o New Orleans handles the greatest volume of trade out of any port in the USA, 60%
of the USA’s grain exports pass through it, as does most of the oil brought over by
supertankers from the Middle East.
o New Orleans is also one of the poorest cities in the USA with 30% of its children
living below the poverty line and over 40,000 households surviving on less than
$9,600 per year. 67% are black and they black people make up 88% of the
unemployed population. The poorest districts of New Orleans saw the highest loss
of life after Hurricane Katrina.

Causes
o The levees were only prepared for a category 3 storm, they could not cope with the
6metre high storm surge so water poured over them and several collapsed.
o Entered the city with 232km/hour winds got up to 280.
o Delta could not be filled with silt because of management of the Mississippi river
means sediment is dropped further out at sea, this means New Orleans is less
protected because the delta would normally form a natural defence.
o The delta is sinking because of oil extraction in the Gulf of Mexico
o Hurricane was category 5
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Management
o National Hurricane Centre (NHC) in Florida monitor satellite images to track
storms. However tropical storms can change direction very quickly and it is hard to
know where they will exactly hit until very near the time. If they evacuate too early
they can loose a lot of money.
o Evacuation
o Education from NHC
o Federal Emergency Management Agency set up to make sure places are prepared
before and after.
o 30,000 national guardsmen sent to maintain law and order
o $50 billion spent on rescue and recovery

